Snare-over-the-wire technique for safe exchange of a stent following endosonography-guided biliary drainage.
Endosonography-guided biliary drainage (ESBD) is a new option that allows establishment of biliary drainage. Due to the diameter of the working channel of an echoendoscope, it is necessary to replace a small caliber stent with a larger one to lessen the risk of stent occlusion. However, insertion of a guidewire into the bile duct via the hole of the sinus tract following direct removal of a previously placed stent is not always possible, resulting in guidewire passage outside the fistula and bile leakage. Cannulation of the previously deployed stent, guidewire insertion into the bile duct via the cannula and the stent, and removal of the stent with the snare over the guidewire leaving the guidewire in place (the snare-over-the-wire technique [SOW]) for stent exchange following ESBD was attempted. Four patients who required stent exchange following ESBD were included in the present study to evaluate the feasibility and usefulness of SOW. SOW was successful in all the cases. A new stent was also successfully deployed over the guidewire in all the cases. No complications were encountered. The snare-over-the-wire technique is feasible and useful in stent exchange following ESBD for the reduction of the risk of guidewire migration.